
KENNEDY, KERRY, OLVER AND NEAL APPLAUD UVA FOR CLOSING GAP IN SERVICES TO BERKSHIRE AREA VETERANS

  
         WASHINGTON – Senators Edward M. Kennedy and John F. Kerry and Congressmen John W. Olver and Richard E. Neal announced today that the United Veterans of America, Inc. (UVA) will receive funding to expand housing and support services into Pittsfield for homeless veterans.

         The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has awarded $823,1000 in funding to the UVA for the acquisition and renovation of a former nursing care facility at 360 West Housatonic St. in Pittsfield for use as a transitional living facility for homeless veterans.

         UVA currently operates a 120-bed transitional shelter for homeless veterans on the campus of the Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) in Leeds/Northampton. The Leeds/Northampton shelter has a comprehensive, coordinated network of support services, administering substance abuse treatment, criminal justice outreach and other rehabilitative services to veterans throughout New England. This new funding will allow UVA to extend these same rehabilitative and housing services to additional homeless veterans at the Pittsfield site.

         Kennedy, Kerry, Olver and Neal wrote to VA Secretary Anthony Principi earlier this year urging him to approve UVA's request for funding.

         Kennedy said, "I am glad the VA has recognized the good work done by the UVA by awarding this funding that will allow them to provide services veterans who have very serious needs. We owe a huge debt to the brave men and women who have served the nation so well in our armed forces over the years and we must ensure they can receive help when they need it most."

         Kerry said, "Veterans who have protected our country in times of war and times of peace now need this country in turn to provide them with the assistance they so desperately deserve. I am extremely pleased with the VA's decision to provide the $823,100 necessary for the UVA shelter in Leeds to expand and help our veterans with improved health care services and expanded housing assistance."

         Olver said, "I am pleased that the First District will have a place where veterans in Berkshire County and in surrounding states can seek health care, housing assistance and opportunities to live independently. The UVA is an exceptional organization dedicated to fostering independence, dignity and hope in homeless veterans. This new facility will provide a safe, predictable and constructive environment for homeless veterans. Our veterans have served our country honorably in our times of need, and we have an obligation to serve them in their time of greatest need."

         Neal said, "We have a collective responsibility to provide care and shelter to all of our veterans. The sacrifice they made on behalf of our country should never be forgotten. Today's announcement reinforces that commitment."

         "The new facility will be part of an expansion that will help alleviate a waiting list of veterans in areas where such services are in short supply," said John F. Downing, executive director of the UVA Western Massachusetts Shelter for Homeless Veterans. "On behalf of these veterans, I want to express my deep appreciation to Senators Kennedy and Kerry and Reps. Olver and Neal for their support in helping to fulfill a great need for homeless veterans."

         The funding will allow the UVA to purchase the former Optimun Care Center and, with minimal upgrades, renovate the facility to provide 60 per diem beds and other services. The building is located on 6.36 acres. The UVA will partner with the Berkshire Housing Development Corporation, which will manage the property. The program is expected to reach full occupancy by September 2004.

         UVA addresses the immediate needs of veterans by providing transitional housing services in areas where few per diem beds for veterans exist and where communities lack adequate general shelter facilities for homeless individuals. UVA also provides food and clothing, health care services, educational and employment assistance, and other support to help develop and sustain long-term stability for homeless veterans.

         Berkshire County has no full service per diem beds within a 1,000 square mile region. The new facility will be accessible to homeless veterans in Berkshire County and nearby areas. The program will be staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week in an alcohol- and drug-free environment.

         ###

         For additional information, contact Steven Como, Director of Government Relations, the United Veterans of America, Inc. at 413-584-4040 ext. 2274.
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